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Have You Seen The Brecksville Honor Tree?
Or, do you even know what it is and where it is?

The Brecksville Honor Tree is a metal sculpture that 
graces the north wall of The Gathering Room at 
Brecksville’s Human Services Center. Its leaves are 
engraved with the names of Brecksville citizens, past 
and present, who have contributed to Brecksville’s 
more than 200 year reputation as a wonderful town 
to call home.

The Tree evolved from a desire to honor the late 
Alexander “Sandy” Milne who was a long time 
member of the Human Services Center’s Adviso-
ry Board. Many people call the Human Services 
Center the “senior center.” But it’s a lot more than a 
“senior center,” just as the Community Center is a 
lot more than a “rec. center.”

Mayor Jerry Hruby challenged the Board to create a 
new idea to honor those who have given back to the 
City. Over time discussions evolved into “The Hon-

or Tree.” Mayor Hruby commissioned a local artist 
to create the tree and “seed” funding was granted by 
City Council whose president at the time was  
Larry Potla.

You can memorialize a distinguished individual 
or family, past or present, by purchasing one or 
more engraved leaves. Or perhaps your organiza-
tion would consider recognizing a past or present 
member who has contributed to Brecksville. The 
cost is $250 per leaf and proceeds are directed to 
The Brecksville Honor Tree Association, a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization.

The funds are used to help residents, typically 
seniors who have fallen on difficult times and need a 
significant helping hand.

For more information contact Steve Paciorek, The 
Human Services Center’s Director, at 526-2499. 



Mayor’s Message
At this writing there has been a current shift 
in our weather to milder temperatures with no 
snow and ice. This winter provided many more 
1 to 3 inch snow storms than in past years and 
a more freeze/thaw cycle. As a result many road 
surfaces suffered some damage and we look 
forward to beginning our 2018 road program to 
mitigate those conditions. Again this year our 
Service staff will be repaving several of our streets 

saving the tax payers substantial dollars. We received a grant to do a 
portion of Fitzwater Road. That grant will cover the materials and the 
City provides the labor. An outside contractor, Construction King will 
address the replacement and repairs of many of our concrete streets. 

Route 82 Take 2

The Route 82 reconstruction project will resume with phase 2, the final 
phase this spring. This project will remove and replace the eastbound 
lanes of Route 82 from the City limits east to Route 21. This will require 
some rerouting of school busses and closure of driveways during certain 

periods of time on the south side of Route 
82 from Highland Drive to Brecksville 
Road. Please, if you must travel in this 
area, use extreme caution and be alert to 
the signage helping to guide you through 
the area. If at all possible, you should 
try to avoid the construction zone. Also, 

motorists may want to consider using the Old Town section near the 
center of town when Central School is not in session to avoid the Route 
21 and Route 82 intersection. Old Town is the residential area in back 
of Central School on Arlington. We strongly recommend that you seek 
an alternate route during this four month construction period. Although 
we apologize for the inconvenience, this improvement will serve us well 
for decades to come. 

New Police Station Going Up

The construction of the Police Station is slightly behind schedule 
because of the harsh weather and on some days you wonder how the 
construction workers endure those conditions. But as the building is 
beginning to take shape, we anticipate the contractors will do their best 
to complete the facility by this fall. 

Soon we will limit the use of our City jail, reducing staff and our cost 
in operations. Our prisoners will be housed in other cities at a per diem 
rate, a practice that will continue once the new Police Station is open. 
The combination of this decision and our City becoming part of the 
Cuyahoga Valley Council of Governments and joining the Chagrin Val-
ley Dispatch, will reduce our costs while not compromising the efficien-
cy of either service. 

Master Plan Update

The Master Plan update Steering Committee should be selected by the 
second week of March. Those who volunteered are being screened and 
interviewed and very soon the Steering Committee will be assembled. 
The Master Plan review and update will commence thereafter and should 
be completed by year’s end. I thank all who volunteered. If you were not 
selected, you are welcome to attend all the public meetings regarding the 
Master Plan review and your input is certainly welcome. Thank you again 
for your willingness to assist your City. 

VA Progress
City Council began the process of accepting the deed to the former VA 
property, by first reading the legislation at its February 6 meeting. The 
second and third readings were scheduled for February 20 and March 6. 
At the same time, other legislation, also with three readings, authorizes 
the CIC, the Community Investment Council, to enter into a Memo-
randum of Understanding with DiGeronimo Companies who soon will 
begin the redevelopment of the property on behalf of the City. The agree-
ment calls for all structures to be removed within the next two years and a 
development agreement for the next ten years. The cost of removing/miti-
gating the environmental issues, which are limited, and the cost to remove 
the buildings will be paid for by the developer and not the City. This will 
become an exciting project for the City and will have a major impact 
upon the City’s ability to increase its income tax revenue. A memorial area 
will be constructed on the property honoring our veterans and noting 
that the land was the place where a VA hospital existed. Also as part of the 
memorial there will be certain milestones and a history of the facility as 
well as a memorial to the two VA police officers who lost their lives in the 
line of duty while serving at the hospital. 

Thanks Volunteers!

I wish to publically thank our Human Services volunteers for their 
outstanding and unselfish efforts to make the lives of others better. They 
were honored at our annual volunteer tea and luncheon on February 
22. Awards were given for various terms of service to the volunteers and 
we gave a very special thank you to our Human Services drivers and our 
Meals on Wheels volunteers. We are a better City because of these volun-
teer efforts. 

Thanks for Being There

The State of the City address along with my Conversation with the Mayor 
were both well attended and it gave us the opportunity to present the 
current financial picture of the City, our priorities for 2018 and to share 
with the public our various goals and hopefully our future achievements. 
Thank you to the Brecksville Chamber of Commerce for sponsoring the 
State of the City and the Human Services Department for their sponsor-
ship of Conversation with the Mayor. 

 The Service 
Department now 
collects recycling 
material every  
other week. 
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What’s Coming Up

Registration has begun for our summer recreation programs. Please do not 
hesitate to sign up online or at the Community Center. Looking ahead:

• City Hall will be closed on March 30 for Good Friday. 

• Shred Your Documents Day is Saturday May 12 from 9 am - Noon in 
the Municipal Parking Lot.

• The Senior Volunteers of the Year Luncheon is Tuesday May 15 at Noon 
in the Human Services Center’s Gathering Room. 

• The Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony of Remembrance at Highland 
Cemetery is Monday May 28. The parade steps off at 9 am. 

To Clarify

There has been some confusion to some regarding our annual April Brush 
Pickup program. We will continue to travel throughout our neighbor-
hoods collecting and “chipping” brush. The only difference is that we ask 
you cut up the brush to a reasonable length and bundle it as best you can. 
The reason for this request is many residents believe that our brush pickup 
program also includes trees, some have even thought the City will dispose 
of an entire tree. Some residents have tree removal services come to their 
home or the residents themselves have cut up large trees and placed them 
on their tree lawn to be removed by the City. That is not the purpose nor 
the intent of this program. I know this is not a popular decision, but it 
is important that our residents cooperate and abide with exactly what 
this program is meant to do. We ask again that you please cooperate with 
us and help us provide this service as it was intended. As you know in 
case of an emergency and extreme conditions such as the major storm 
on November 5, 2017, we did where possible, help clean up trees. Those 
instances are an exception because of the magnitude of the storm and its 
destruction. 

 Also, there has been confusion regarding the recycling pick up schedule 
that took effect at the beginning of this year. The Service Department 
now collects recycling material every other week.  The benefit of this 
new clearly defined schedule is that we are no longer affected by short 
or long months, meaning that there will no longer be occasions when 
there is no recycling pick up for three weeks. It’s simply every other week. 
This adds additional pickups per year. We thank you for your continued 
cooperation in recycling. It does make a difference. Information regarding 
our recycling program and rubbish pickup is listed on the City web site, 
has been printed in our City Bulletin, and is detailed in the annual City 
calendar. We hope you will refer to those resources or feel free to contact 
our Service Department and discuss any questions you have regarding our 
programs. It might also help to circle your recycling pick up dates on your 
calendar.

Another Great Way to Be Informed

Periodically we provide information to the community via email. It is a 
totally voluntary sign up and if anyone receives our email and wishes to 
be removed, please follow the appropriate steps to be removed. If you are 
not on the list, please send your email address to info@brecksville.oh.us. 
We try to keep things to a minimum but keep you informed as well. 

On behalf of all of us at City Hall and our entire City staff, we wish 
you all a Happy Easter. Please remember to pray for our troops as they 
continue to be in harm’s way. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry N. Hruby,  Mayor

Citizens Fire Academy
The Brecksville Fire Department has created a unique experience for 
residents 18 years of age and older.

The Citizens Fire Academy gives you a chance to discover the inner 
workings of our fire department.

There will be five sessions of two to three hours beginning at 6 pm at the 
fire station. Classes start Tuesday, April 10 and continue each Tuesday 
night through May 8 with graduation and a reception on Tuesday eve-
ning, May 14.

You’ll be introduced to the function of our ambulances and the care 
provided by the EMS firefighters; you’ll earn your CPR certification and 
perform hands-on fire extinguisher training; you’ll see what the engines, 
equipment and firefighters do and you’ll wear the firefighters’ “turn out 
gear.”

This training will equip you on how to deal with an emergency at your 
home or office and it’s FREE!

Register by calling the fire department at 526-2640.

Must Be a Resident of the City of Brecksville and Must be 18 years of 
age or older. No Cost to Attend!

Dates Evening Times Subject Instructor

Tues., Apr. 10 6-8 Introduction Chief Zamiska & Staff

Tues., Apr. 17 6-8 EMS Operations FF Bruce Gordon

Tues., Apr. 24 6-8 CPR Cert FF. DiGeronimo

Tues., May 1 6-9 Home Safety Lt. Lenarth & FF Packard

Tues., May 8 6-9 Fire/Rescue Ops Lt. Zimlich & FF Hamski

Mon.,  May 14 6 Graduation/Reception Chief Zamiska & Staff
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Finance
The Finance Committee discussed and recom-
mended approval of the following items to City 
Council during the fist several meetings of 2018:

• An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 
5044 relating to employee compensation.  The 
Ordinance revised certain employee classifications 

as the City increases the level of basic compensation for the Visual 
Communication Coordinator and Assistant Recreation Coordinator.  
Additionally, the Ordinance increases the basic pay level for certain 
employee wage increases for certain employees as their wages were 
increased for 2018 in accordance with the 2.0% raise level agreed to by 
City Council.

• An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to engage the law firm of Walter 
Haverfield LLP in a joint filing by various communities and the 
Regional Income Tax Agency for purposes of initiating litigation to 
challenge the constitutionality of amendments to Chapter 718 of the 
Ohio Revised Code relating to municipal income tax.

• A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement for the 
establishment of the Cuyahoga Valley Council of Governments.  This 
will establish the regional governance of an Emergency Radio dispatch 
for Police and Fire that will be located at our new Police facility and 
will become a member and part of the Chagrin Valley Emergency 
Radio Dispatch.  

• A purchase requisition in the amount of $9,136.80 to Black Box 
Network Services for annual maintenance of the City’s phone systems 
for 2018.  

• Approval of the 2018 Blanket Purchase Orders.  The City monitors 
these strictly and continues to expend less than 75% of what is ap-
proved.      

• A Resolution authorizing a $20,000 grant to the Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights C.A.P.A organization.

• A Resolution authorizing a grant to the Brecksville Historical Associa-
tion.

• A Resolution authorizing a second amendment to Consulting Services 
with J. Neusser, LLC Tax Administrator Contract.  

• An Ordinance amending Ordinance 4550, 4665, 4741, 4816, and 
4967 to provide a new retainer and rate schedule for the services of 
Donald G. Bohning & Associates as consulting engineers and Gerald 
M. Wise as the City Engineer.

• An Ordinace amending the contract with Matty, Henrikson, & Greve 
LLC as legal counsel and David J. Matty as Law Director for the City 
of Brecksville.  

• An Ordinance authorizing an agreement between Cingular Wireless 
and the City that allows Cingular to rent the City’s cellular tower at 
the Service Department.  

• An Ordinance authorizing appropriations and expenditures for 2018.  
The Finance Committee and all members of City Council reviewed 
the 2018 budget in detail at a separate Finance Committee meeting in 
December.      

• An Ordinance authorizing the relegation of $141,668 per month of 
City Income Tax to the Buildings and Improvement Fund.

• Approval of the 2018 Community Center fee list, which was recom-
mended by the Recreation Department and Recreation Commission.

Buildings & Grounds

Council Corner
President’s Report

As we begin a new year I would first like to thank 
Greg Skaljac and Nora Murphy for their years of 
service and dedication as City Council Representa-
tives.  I look forward to representing City Council 
members, working with the Administration, and 
our residents as City Council President.

The design documents for expansion and renova-
tion of our Community Center’s Natatorium and 
outdoor pool area were presented to the Recreation 

Commission by Then Design Architects.  The Administration is cur-
rently reviewing the package for construction document completion.

At the February 6 City Council meeting, the first reading of legisla-
tion to authorize the Mayor to accept the deed to the former Veterans 
Administration property as well as Legislation authorizing the City’s 
Community Investment Council to enter into a memorandum of 
understanding with a development group to begin the process of 
preparing for redevelopment of the property. The second reading of 
legislation was February 20, and the third reading is on March 6.

Sincerely,

Mike Harwood, Council President 

We provide the following general status of new 
facility projects:

Safety Town
• The City Engineer has completed the site plan. 
The construction of the building frames  continues 
and the site at Blossom Hill will be graded and 

ready for cement prep by the end of March, weather permitting. The 
project is expected to be completed by the middle of June, in time for 
the summer Safety Town beginning on June 18th.
Aquatics Facility
• ThenDesign made a presentation to the Recreation Commission at 

the January meeting. A construction drawing package is to be com-
pleted for Request for Qualifications, and documents will be submit-
ted to the committee for review.

Police Station
• Site utility construction continues, as well as building foundation and 

concrete walls. Structural steel  is in fabrication for erection start.
• In our five-year Capital Plan and our 2018 Budget, the city has in-

cluded a series of projects improving recreation playing fields behind 
City Hall. 

Community Center

• Council has approved the installation of a replacement roof for the 
Community Center, replacing the original roof installed in 1992.

Please do not hesitate to inquire about our various projects at 
 kveras@brecksville.oh.us.

Kim Veras, Chairwoman
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Legislation
At the January 16 meeting the Legislation 
Committee discussed and recommended to City 
Council the following resolutions and ordinance.   

•	 A resolution to appoint Mark Dickinson as 
a full time Patrolman in the Brecksville Police De-

partment.

•	 A resolution to appoint Joseph Klich as a part-time Patrolman in the 
Brecksville Police Department.

•	 A resolution to appoint Robert Hasman to fill the unexpired term of 
Dennis Rose on the Brecksville Board of Zoning Appeals.

•	 A resolution authorizing a Memorandum of Agreement among Ohio’s 
State Historic Preservation Office, the Louis Stokes Cleveland Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center and the City of Brecksville.  The Memorandum 
of Agreement is required as part of the transfer of the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center property to the City of Brecksville.  Pursuant to the 
Memorandum of Agreement, the City will dedicate an area in the rede-
velopment with a flagpole and monument memorializing the historic 
and architectural significance of the Bradley era construction of the 
Veterans Affairs Hospital.

•	 A resolution commending Nora Murphy on her retirement from City 
Council and her service to the City. 

•	 A resolution commending Greg Skaljac on his retirement from City 
Council and his service to the City as Council President.

•	 An ordinance enacting and adopting a supplement 2017 S-25 to the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Brecksville.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding current or proposed 
legislation please contact me at drose@brecksville.oh.us.

Dennis Rose, Chairperson

• Approval for the Purchasing Director to advertise for bids for the annu-
al purchases and upcoming 2018 projects.  

• A Resolution authorizing the sale of personal property no longer needed 
for municipal purposes via online auction for 2018.  

• A Purchase Requisition to Sundance Systems, Inc. for the annual support 
of CAD Disaster Software and Mobile Data in the amount of $9,000 
and Public Records Online in the amount of $600.  

• A Purchase Requisition in the amount of $3,201 to Wichert Insurance 
Services, Inc. for year 3 of a three-year policy through Provident for 
Accident and Health Insurance Coverage for Volunteer and part-time 
Firemen.  

• An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 5145 making appropriations 
for the current expenses of the City for fiscal year ending December 31, 
2018 making necessary appropriations and revenue adjustments. 

Additionally, monthly professional service expenditures were approved 
in the amount of $44,195.08 and $49,956.23, for December 2017 and 
January 2018, respectively.

Laura Redinger, Chairwoman

Safety – Service
I am looking forward to chairing the Safety-Ser-
vice committee and working with the Adminis-
tration and the Police, Fire and Service Depart-
ment along with Committee members Broski and 
Veras.

In December, the Committee recommended to 
Council legislation for 27 new mobile radios for the Fire and Police 
departments as part of the transition to the new 800MHz radio system 
from Vasu Communications, Inc. for $40,100.04.

In January, we accepted the quotation from Mattes Landscaping for 
supplementary snowplowing for the 2018 season in the amount of 
$20,000.00.  The City uses these services to plow City parking lots 
during heavy snowfalls so that our crews can concentrate on the 
streets.  We passed Resolutions for applying for a Community Aware-
ness Grant for $5,000.00 and an Ohio EPA Recycling and Litter Pre-
vention grant for the purchase of a new Tow-Behind Recycle Trailer.  
The grant would be for 50% of the estimated $49,765.00 cost.  We 
also recommended the passage of Ordinances to apply for a new ve-
hicle exhaust ventilation system for the Fire Station in the amount of 
$120,000.00 with a 5% City cost share.  This is from the Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant through the U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity FEMA FY 2017 grant program; the purchase of tires for the 
City’s vehicle fleet from The Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. through 
the State Contract.  Motions approving a contract extension with On-
Solve, LLC for CodeRED Emergency Notification Service in the an-
nual amount of $9,980 and Weather Warning Service in the amount 
of $3,750.00 were passed along with the costs to repair a Police Vehicle 
in the amount of $4,063.00 which will be reimbursed by the driver’s 
insurance.

There is a shortage of road salt in northeast Ohio. 
Our purchasing consortium is very vigilant on the 
amount that we can receive. We have determined 
the salting priorities and will make every intention 
to keep all the main roads clean and salted.

The Service Department Road Maintenance Crew has a “pothole 
patrol” making sure the roads are safe and rideable during this winter 
season.   Please report any major correction to the Brecksville Service 
Department for immediate action.

 Contractors are scheduled to begin working again this spring on the 
SR 82/Royalton Road. reconstruction project. The work this year will 
be the reconstruction of the westbound lanes of S.R. 82 from SR-21/
Brecksville Road to the City limits. Traffic patterns will be changed 
to accommodate the construction. Please try to avoid that area once 
construction begins. 

Specifications for the 2018 Road Program, as prepared by the Service 
Department and approved by City Council have been prepared. 
Contractors have submitted bids to complete the work and we expect 
contracts to be awarded by now.

Gerald Broski, Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks

Continued on page 6



6

Council Corner

Utilities
Thank you, citizens of Brecksville, for electing me 
to City Council. I will do my best for you. I have 
been assigned to Chair the Utilities Committee so 
here is my first report.
In January, City Council approved a resolution 
authorizing renewal of our Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Cuyahoga SWCD (Soil 

Water Conservation District) for the Ohio EPA MS4 PIPE Program 
requirements for 2018. The purpose is the implementation of conserva-
tion education, stewardship, and public involvement activities that also 
correspond to the City Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
permit. We are required by the EPA to perform a Public Education and 
Public information program relative to soil water conservation and we 
contract with the County to operate this program on our behalf. 
Also in January, City Council passed a motion to approve a Change 
Order deduct for $18,550.53 to close out the Riverview Road Storm 
Relocation Project.

In February, we recommended resolutions approving the adoption of the 
Countywide All Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan for Cuyahoga County 
and applying for an Assistance to Firefighters Grant for a regional com-
mand and fire scene vehicle.  The vehicle will be useable throughout the 
County.  It will serve as a command center and a rest and recovery vehicle 
for firefighters.

We are excited to see the new Police Station and Dispatch center rising 
from the ground and anticipate its opening later this year.
Lou Carouse, Jr., Chairperson

Streets & Sidewalks Continued from page 5

RITA 2018 Tax Season Tax Payer Assistance
The Regional Income Tax Agency (RITA) invites all taxpayers who are re-
quired to file a municipal income tax return for any RITA municipality to 
attend a free Taxpayer Assistance Event.  Agents will be on-site to answer 
questions and assist with RITA municipal income tax return preparation.  
To receive assistance please bring with you all necessary tax documenta-
tion, including the following:

W-2 Forms from all employers, and any W-2G Forms and 1099-MISC 
Forms.

Federal Form 1040, Federal Schedules C, E & F, Federal forms K-1, 2106 
(if applicable), addresses and dates for each location in which you resided 
during 2017.

Taxpayer Assistance Dates and Hours  at the Brecksville RITA Office, 10107 Brecksville Rd., Mon - Fri 8 am to 5 pm
Extended Hours:
Starting March 10 
Saturdays from 9 am to Noon
April 9 through April 17 
Mon. April 9 - Wed. April 11 
8 am to 6 pm
Thur. April 12 - Tue. April 17 
8 am to 7 pm

CUSTOMER SERVICE PHONE HOURS 
2018 TAX SEASON
Customer service agents are available to help 
answer taxpayer questions and provide assistance 
by calling toll-free at 1-800-860-7482.  Agents 
are available Monday through Friday from  
8 am until 5 pm.
Extended Call Center Hours for 2018 Tax  
Season will begin on Saturday, March 10
March 10 through April 5 
Saturdays from 9 am until Noon 
Mondays and Thursdays 8 am until 6 pm

April 7 through April 17 
Saturday, April 7 from 9 am - Noon
Monday, April 9 from 8 am - 6 pm
Tuesday, April 10 from 8 am - 6 pm
Wednesday, April 11 from 8 am - 6 pm
Thursday, April 12 from 8 am - 7 pm
Friday, April 13 from 8 am - 7 pm
Saturday, April 14 from 9 am - Noon

Monday, April 16 from 8 am - 7 pm

Tuesday, April 17 from 8 am - 7 pm

At our first meeting in February City Council passed a Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor to complete the grant process for a 2018 NOPEC 
Energized Community (NEC) Grant in the amount of $63,474.00. 
Much of the grant money will be used to replace the tennis court lights 
with new, energy efficient LED lighting. 
The City of Brecksville Engineer, Gerald M. Wise P.E., reports that the 
following is a list of the 2018 Engineering Utilities Projects in a tentative 
order of completion. As with other years all projects are dependent on 
funding and if ODOT, NEORSD, County, or CWD refunds aren’t re-
ceived in time that may limit the ability to complete various tasks within 
the 2018 calendar year:
• Brecksville Road Watermain replacement (Parkview-Miller) 
• 10229 Hickory Ridge Slopes Slippage over Sanitary Sewer & Water 
Main 
• Whitewood-Meadow Aerial Sewer Repair
• 7815 & 7807 Greenbriar Storm Basin Modification
Thank you in advance for your patience as we work to improve our 
City’s utilities.
Jack Petsche, Chairperson

City Offices Closed
Brecksville City Hall, the Service Department and the  

Human Services Center will be closed on Good Friday  

which is March 30.

There will be no trash and recycling pick up that day.

The Community Center will be open from 10 - 5 on Good Friday but will be 

closed on Easter Sunday, April 1. 



7

Safety & Service
Every state has some risk of experiencing a tornado. The risk is 
increased, however, in the Midwest, Southeast, and Southwest. Tor-
nadoes, which spin off from powerful thunderstorms, can kill people 
and devastate neighborhoods in seconds. The rotating, funnel-shaped 
cloud can have whirling winds up to 300 miles per hour. Damage 
paths can be in excess of 1 mil wide and 50 miles long.
Before

• Stay informed-listen to a NOAA weather radio to check local 
forecasts and news reports regularly. Keep a battery-powered or 
hand-cranked radio along with extra batteries.

• Determine in advance where you will take shelter during a 
tornado. Basements and storm cellars are the best choices. If 
no underground shelter is available, choose an interior room or 
hallway on the lowest floor possible.

• Look for the following danger signs: dark, often greenish sky; 
large hail; a large, dark, low-lying cloud that may be rotating; 
and a loud roar similar to a freight train.

• If the local news issues a tornado watch, remain alert for ap-
proaching storms, watch the sky, and stay tuned to the radio or 
television.

• If local news issues a tornado warning, take shelter immediately.
During

• If you are in a building, go to a predesignated shelter area, such as 
a safe room, basement, storm cellar, or the lowest building level. 

If there is no basement, go to the center of an interior room on the 
lowest level. Stay away from corners, windows, doors, and outside 
walls. Put as many walls as possible between you and the outside. 
Get under a sturdy table and use your arms to protect your head 
and neck. Layers of clothes, even a mattress, can be pulled over your 
head to protect you from flying debris. Do not open windows.

• If you are in a vehicle, trailer, or mobile home, get out immediately 
and go to the lowest floor of a nearby, sturdy building or storm 
shelter. Mobile homes, even if tied down, offer little protection 
from tornadoes.

• If you are outside with no shelter, lie flat in a nearby ditch or depres-
sion and cover your head with your hands. Be aware of the poten-
tial for flooding. Do not get under an overpass or a bridge. You are 
safer in a low, flat location. Watch out for flying debris, which is the 
cause of most fatalities and injuries during tornadoes.

• Never try to outrun a tornado in an urban or congested area in a car 
or truck. Instead, leave the vehicle immediately for safer shelter.

After
• Stay out of damaged buildings.
• Stay clear of downed power lines.
• Help injured or trapped people.
• Check on others who may require assistance, such as older adults, 

children, and people with disabilities.

Emergency Preparedness Tips for Tornado Safety

Spring will soon be here and with it the tornado and severe weather 
season begins. Therefore, the City will resume testing its Severe Storm 
Alert system every Saturday at noon through September.

The City has three emergency sirens, which are strategically located 
at the north, central and southern sections of the City.

When the sirens are heard at any time other than Saturday at noon, 

Tornado and Disaster Alert Siren Procedures

at Noon

Saturday, March 3

residents are advised to seek shelter immediately and monitor radio, TV or 
the National Weather Service weather radio.

If there is a “Tornado Warning” in Cuyahoga County or northern Summit 
County, meaning an actual tornado has been sighted, the Brecksville emer-
gency siren system will be activated for three (3) continuous minutes.

DESCRIPTION OF ALARM TONES

1. Tornado: The tone of the sirens will be four (4) seconds of increased 
pitch followed by one (1) second of low pitch for a total of three (3) 
minutes continuously. An alert will take place whenever a TORNADO 
WARNING is issued for Cuyahoga County or northern Summit County, 
or when there is a confirmed report of an extremely dangerous weather 
related situation that could threaten the safety and lives of residents. 
People are urged to take cover and keep informed by TV or weather 
radio. 

2. Disaster or Attack: The tone of the sirens will be one (1) second of high 
pitch followed by one (1) second of low pitch, for a total of three (3) 
continuous minutes. This will create a type of sound to warn the public 
of an extremely dangerous situation (other than weather related) and sig-
nal residents to employ protective measures and take cover.  q

Statewide Tornado Drill: Wednesday, March 21st at 9:50 am



Safety & Service
We all know that April showers bring May flowers.  But what we need to 
be reminded of as motorists is that April also brings motorcycle and bi-
cycle traffic as well.  Motorists need to be aware of these smaller vehicles. 
After a winter of driving without them, we need to get used to looking for 
smaller vehicles when changing lanes, turning and stopping.  Remember 
that a motorcycle needs less stopping distance than a car.  Depth and 
speed perception involving a motorcycle can also be deceiving.
Those that choose a bicycle, rollerblades or skateboard as their transpor-
tation are encouraged to do so safely.  The use of a helmet greatly reduces 
the risk of serious injury if involved in an accident and is in fact required 
when operating such equipment for those under age 18 per Brecksville 
City Ordinance 373.12.  Those adult bicyclists that ride on the road are 

Critter Control
Animal Warden, Cliffette Thacker

Exercise and Caution
This time of year most of us would rather stay inside than venture out-
side in the cold.  Resist the urge to just open the door and let the dog 
out.  Dress for the weather, fasten the leash and go out with your dog.

Perhaps you have an older dog that always stays close.  Older dogs, like 
people, can get confused and wander off. We have coyotes in Brecks-
ville.  They are opportunistic.  Coyotes know when a dog is old or very 
young.  They are ready to take advantage.  At any age a dog is no match 
for a coyote (or perhaps two coyotes).  Small dogs are especially in 
danger.

All dogs need exercise.  Sometimes going up and down the stairs several 
times is enough.  Other stimulation like puzzles or games played with 
people are good.  Consider a dog daycare or training classes. There are 
also trainers who will come to your home.

PetValu,Cleveland All Breed Training Club and Central Bark offer class-
es. Just riding in a car can be a happy activity for a dog.

Let’s not ignore cats and exercise.  There are a number of toys and 
puzzles to entertain your cat. Purchasing a multi-level scratching post 
for your kitty is great exercise and it also helps keep them from clawing 
your furniture.  Sometimes just a flashlight or laser pointer can provide 
exercise for feline friends. They will spend hours chasing that little red 
dot, just remember not to shine the laser into their eyes.

And Speaking of Emergency Preparedness…
Every disaster plan must include your pets. If you know disaster is 
imminent, bring your pet inside immediately. Get your animals under 
control as quickly as possible, either using a leash or by putting them in 
a pet carrier. 

Disasters often strike suddenly, while you are away from home. You can 
improve your pet’s chances for safety if you leave him/her inside, 

with collars and identification tags, when you go out. Consid-
er an arrangement with a trusted neighbor who would be 

willing to evacuate your pets in your absence. Make sure 
the person knows your animals, can locate 
your emergency supplies, and has a key to 
your home. Provide him or her with in on 

how to reach you. 

Keep your animal’s license and identification current. 

Keep up-to-date identification on your pets at all times. Use a properly 
fitting collar with an identification tag. Consider using a microchip for 
identification, but make sure local shelters have microchip scanners. 

Keep current color photographs of your pet, showing any distinguish-
ing markings, with your emergency supplies. 

If you evacuate, take your pet. 

Your animal’s best protection is to be with you. Remember, taking your 
pet with you requires special planning. 

Locate a safe place for your pets before disaster strikes. Evacuation 
shelters generally do not accept animals for public health and safety 
reasons. Service animals, on the other hand, are allowed to accompany 
their owners to an emergency shelter. Call hotels and motels in your 
immediate area and a reasonable distance from home to see if they will 
accept pets and under what conditions.

Emergency Supplies Kit

Assemble a portable pet emergency supplies kit to provide for your 
pet’s needs for seven days. Pack the supplies in a carry case, in case you 
evacuate. Include the following:

• Medications and medical records, including vaccination records 
(stored in a water proof container) and a first aid kit. Name and 
telephone number of your veterinarian. List medical conditions and 
special considerations.

• Sturdy leashes, harnesses, and carriers to transport pets safely and 
ensure that your animals can’t escape.

• Current photos of your pets in case they get lost.

• Food, potable water, bowls, cat litter and pan, and can opener. 

• Plastic bags/paper towels for disposing of animal waste.

• Favorite toys and pet beds with kennel or carrying case.

• Maintain a list of emergency contact numbers with a disaster plan 
in place. Pets and their owners can sometimes run into trouble, or a 
disaster can exceed local resources. Visit the Humane Society of the 
United States for more information, www.hsus.org q

reminded to ride with the traffic in the farthest right lane near the curb.  
Remember that you are operating a vehicle in the roadway and must 
obey all traffic laws as if you were operating a car.  Younger children 
riding on sidewalks need to be courteous of pedestrian traffic and keep 
their eyes open for danger such as a vehicle entering or exiting a drive-
way.  
The best drivers are those who drive with full time attention and antici-
pation.  Talking on the phone, texting, eating breakfast or lunch, sipping 
hot coffee, combing hair, shaving, putting on make-up, or reading while 
driving, are not safe driving habits.  You’ve seen it done by others.  Do 
you want them behind you when you slow to an unexpected stop?

Good Traffic Safety Tips as Spring Approaches
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City Calendar
March

 3 CodeRED testing at noon, expect a call 
 5  Yard waste pickup begins
 6  City Council Meeting 8 pm
 8 Planning Commission  7 pm 
11  Daylight Savings begins Spring Ahead! 
12  Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm
14 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
20  City Council Meeting 8 pm 
21  Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
22 Planning Commission  7 pm 
23 Aqua Easter Egg Hunt, Community Center 
26  Recreation Commission 7:30 pm
27 Visit from the Easter Bunny, Human Services 4 pm

30  Good Friday, City Offices (Service, City Hall, Human  
Services) Closed. Community Center 10 am - 5 pm

31 Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt, 10 am, High School Field

April
 1  Happy Easter! All City offices and Community Center Closed
 3 City Council Meeting 8 pm
 5 Planning Commission  7 pm 
 9  Board of Zoning Appeals 8 pm 
11 Advisory Board Dept. of Human Services 3 pm
17  City Council Meeting 8 pm 
18  Telecommunications Commission 7 pm
19  Planning Commission 7 pm
30 Recreation Commission 7:30 pm

First, my apologies to everyone for the gross error I made in last Bulletin’s 
article. We wrote that January bills should have had a rate no higher than 
$2.75. It should have read $3.05 or $3.07! Oops!

By now NOPEC’s “Opt Out” letter to existing customers and NOPEC 
eligible customers about Option 1 and Option 2 has had a chance to 
reach you.

Follow the directions for Option 2. That’s the variable rate and that’s the 
recommended choice. DO NOT return the post card that came with the 
opt out letter. And do nothing with the letter from Dominion that had 
“This is Not a Bill” in red at the top.

Meanwhile, natural gas rates have been riding a rollercoaster! In Decem-
ber Dominion’s rate was $2.75; in January it was $3.07; in February, 
$2.73 and in March it will go up to $3.63. However, Dominion says that, 
“the extended futures market indicates a return to prices below $3 per mcf 
later this year.” The sky is not falling. The increase was because of colder 
temps this winter but prices will go down again. By the way, if you have 

NOPEC/NextEra for gas your monthly rate will be 2 cents less than 
Dominion’s variable rates listed above.

Examine your gas bill on the left side. You should see NOPEC/NextEra 
Energy or the words, Standard Service Offer (SSO) or Standard Choice 
Offer (SCO.) If you don’t see any of those three you’re probably paying 
too much. Call the provider on your bill (not Dominion) and cancel 
but be sure they will not charge you an early termination fee. You will 
automatically be switched back to Dominion and become an SSO 
customer and two statements later an SCO customer.

If you have NOPEC for electricity and your rate is .0606 or .0560 
(depending on the month of your bill) you have NOPEC’s “Program 
Price.” You don’t want that. If so call NOPEC at 855-667-3201 and 
ask to be put on the variable rate. 

Remember, you should have NOPEC’s variable rate for gas and NO-
PEC’s variable rate for electricity.

Natural Gas and Electricity

The first Shredding Day of the year is  
Saturday, May 12 from 9 to Noon at the Municipal Parking Lot.

MetroHealth Sponsors Safety  
Awareness Day in Brecksville

MetroHealth and the City of Brecksville will host a Community Safety 
Awareness Day on Thursday, May 3 from 9 to 2 at the Brecksville Human 
Services Center at

2 Community Drive, next to the Community Center.

The Brecksville Community Safety Awareness Day is an education and 
awareness event which will focus on health care and home safety.

A variety of activities will be offered throughout the day with plenty of 
safety giveaways.

Light refreshments will be served. Plus, attendees are welcome to enjoy 
the Human Services Center’s Thursday lunch at noon. The lunch is 
a three course hot meal and costs just $7. Reservations go fast so call 
526-2499 by April 27.

For more information or to participate in Safety Awareness Day call the 
Human Services Center at 440-526-2499 or Janet Montoya at Metro-
Health at 216-978-1244.



Human Services

Monday 
9:00-10:00 Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30 Nora’s Water Exercise
8:30-9:00 

11:00-6:30 
7:30-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Tuesday 
9:00-10:00 Sculpt and Splash
1:00-4:00 Sport and Spine PT
8:30-9:00 

10:00-1:00
4:00-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Wednesday
9:00-10:00 Liquid Strength

10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class
6:30-7:30 Nora’s Water Exercise
8:30-9:00 

11:00-12:00
12:30-6:30 
7:30-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Thursday
9:00-10:00 Sculpt and Splash
12:00-4:00 Sport and Spine PT
8:30-9:00 

10:00-12:00 
4:00-8:00

Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy 

Friday
9:00-10:00 Liquid Strength
10:00-11:00 Arthritis Class

8:30-9:00 
11:00-4:50 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy  

Saturday
9:00-12:50 Doctor Approved Self-Directed Therapy  

Sunday (pool is closed)

T H E R A P Y  P O O L  S C H E D U L E

Therapy Pool
A study suggests that working out in 90° water for three hours a 

week for eight months may help ease  
fibromyalgia symptoms. Aquatic therapy is less stressful on the 
body and heated water may help relax muscles.
Where can you do this? In the warm water therapy pool at the 

Brecksville Human Services Center of course. Pick up a detailed 
pool schedule at the front desk.

Personal Needs
Blood Pressure Screenings  — FREE

Every Monday from 9 to 11:45
Lower level in the Nurses Clinic at the Human Services Center

Meditation — FREE
Guided meditation is every first and third Tuesday of the month 

from 7:00 to 8:45 in Room A at the Human Services Center. 
Come and relax your mind and body. Open to all ages. 

Recovery — FREE
Recovery, Inc. meets Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Having trouble 

dealing with your emotions? Recovery, Inc. is a self help program 
that will help you cope in a friendly, small-group atmosphere. 
Meetings are held in a private room. Free coffee!

Meals on Wheels
The Human Services Center is the headquarters for the local 

Meals on Wheels program. Volunteers deliver a warm lunch and 
cold supper Monday through Friday mornings except holidays. 
Cost is $30 per week. Call 526-2499 for enrollment information.

Senior Transportation
Need a ride? Transportation is available for residents 60 and over, 

Monday through Friday from 9 to 3. Our cars will take you to a 
medical appointment anywhere in Cuyahoga County. Our van 
will take you on errands on Tuesdays. Our bus will take you to a 
restaurant on Wednesdays and a shopping mall on the first Friday 
of each month. An application on file is necessary. Call the Human 
Services Center for more information at 526-2499. $1 per ride 
donation is encouraged.

Cards and Games 
Free with Human Services paid membership
Canasta – Tuesdays from 1 to 3 and Wednesdays from  

1 to 3 pm
Dominoes – Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:00
Intermediate Bridge – Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 
Duplicate Bridge – Mondays and Fridays from 12:45 to 4.  Bring 

a partner or just bring yourself.
Bridge After Dark – Every Thursday from 7 to 9:45
Texas Hold ’Em – Fridays from 10:00 to noon. Bring a canned 

food item to “buy” chips. You might win a free lunch.
Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 9 to Noon
Pinochle – Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3
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Fitness
Most fitness programs are free with a paid membership to the 

Human Services Center or the Community Center . Yoga and 
water exercise classes do require a class fee .

Tai Chi with Li Zhang
Mondays from 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm

Fridays from 10:45 to 11:45

FREE class with paid membership in either the Community Cen-
ter or Human Services Center - A specialized version of Tai Chi to 
help you deal with those aches and pains. It really works!

Tai Chi is the ancient Chinese exercise experience that is the just 
right exercise for people who are looking to stretch and tone with-
out getting sore! A great way to loosen up those tight muscles.

Yoga with Denise Clement 
yogadc@yahoo .com

Mondays from 9:15 am to 10:15 am 
Wednesdays from 7:30 am to 8:30 am 
Stretch, tone, build strength and work the heart. Dress comfort-

ably, bring a mat and water bottle. Email Denise at yogadc@yahoo.
com.

A “punch pass” for 6 sessions is $30 for Brecksville residents, $40 
for non residents.

Walk-ins are $7 for members, $9 for non members and $11 for 
non resident, non members.

Stretch & Balance Class with Charlie Skiba
Wednesday mornings from 10:45 – 11:15 am. Regain your sense 

of balance and help prevent balance-related falls and injuries. FREE 
with paid membership. 

ArmchAir YogA

Mondays with Mary Pat Murphy and Fridays with Dana Barnhart
10:45 to 11:45 am 
A relaxing class concentrating on alignment of poses creating 

strength, flexibility and tone.

Seniors In Motion with Charlie Skiba
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:45  – 11:45 am
You’ll be amazed at how much you’ll be able to do sitting down 

that will make you feel better!

 DAnce for folks with PArkinson’s
There is a great dance class for people with Parkinson’s in Brecks-

ville. The class is on the second Saturday of the month from 11:30 
to 12:30 on the second floor of the Brecksville Human Services 
Center. For more information please contact instructors Fred and 
Dianne Discenzo at 526-8531. The class is free for everyone.
In April the monthly Parkinson’s Dance Class at the Human 
Services Center will be on Saturday, April 7 from 11:30 to 12:30 
instead of April 14.

Arts and Crafts
Watercolor with Judy Roszak

Mondays from 10:00 to Noon – It doesn’t matter if you’re a  
beginner or have been painting all your life. Classes are small  
enabling Judy to give one-on-one personal instruction regardless 
of your ability.  A supply list must be picked up when registering.

A “punch pass” for 6 sessions is $30 for Brecksville residents,  
$40 for non residents.

Walk-ins are $7 for members, $9 for non members and  
$11 for non resident, non members.

Pick up a supply list before your first class.

The Handcrafters
Mondays from 1:00 to 3:00 – Learn how to make greeting cards, 

place cards, knit, crochet, cross stitch, needlepoint or scrapbook. 
Make things for yourself or help us make items for hospice or the 
Yuletide Hunger program. Oh yes, a little bit of chit chat goes on 
too. You’ll make new friends. Free to registered members.

Tech
Computers

The Human Services Center has three computers and a printer 
and e-mail and Internet capability just waiting for you. Walk in 
anytime and sit right down. Free!

Brecksville Computer Users Group
Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 pm in the old school at Blossom. If 

your computer is sick with a virus or whatever, they can help. Call 
for more info at 526-8836. Or join up if you love tinkering with 
computers. Sorry, they don’t fix iPads.

Need A Reassurance Call?
One of the many services offered by the Human Services Center 

is “Reassurance Calls.” Every day, 365 days a year, you’ll receive 
a call from a staff member or volunteer from Human Services. If 
you don’t respond by the end of the day we will notify a friend or 

relative that you designate to check on you.
Call 526-2499 to sign up. This is suggested for older folks who 

live alone.
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Human Services

Learn About Laser Assisted  
Cataract Surgery

The Cleveland Eye Clinic located in Brecksville is presenting a 
free seminar about how lasers are used in today’s cataract proce-
dures, and the options you have as a patient when planning your 
vision correction procedure. You’ll hear about the different types 
of lenses that can be used to correct your vision and how lasers 
can be used to make the procedure more precise. A Cleveland Eye 
Clinic doctor will be there for questions.
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 from 11:00 am-12:30 pm
Free Lunch and Learn at The Brecksville Human Services 

Center. Please reserve your seat by calling 440-447-6012. Seating 
is limited

March
 6 Egg stacker: fried egg, Canadian bacon, American cheese, 

potato patty, Hollandaise sauce, lettuce & tomato, muffin.
13  Vegetable strata, bacon, red skin potatoes, fresh fruit.  
20 Scrambled eggs, bacon, hash brown potatoes, English 

muffin, fruit.
27  No brunch served.

April
 3  Pancakes, sausage links, scrambled eggs, apple sauce.
10 Scrambled eggs, bacon, potatoes O’Brien, breakfast bread, 

lettuce & tomato. 
17  Eggs Benedict, Hollandaise sauce, smiley fries, lettuce & 

tomato. 
24 Blueberry French toast casserole, scrambled eggs, bacon.

March
1 Chicken Picatta, shells Alfredo, broccoli, dinner roll, sal-

ad, chocolate muffin with cream cheese filling. 
8 Pork chow mein, rice, egg roll, snap peas, apple sauce, 

cookie and ice cream. 
15  St. Patrick’s Day Party!  Corned beef on rye, Colcannon 

potatoes, glazed carrots, dill pickle, Cole slaw, Paddy’s 
pistachio cake. 

22  Free lunch sponsored by Nosek-McCreery:  Pecan crust-
ed tilapia (farm raised), Perla’s pierogies, tangy German 
green beans, dinner roll, salad, cherry turnover.

29 No Lunch

April
5  Easter Celebration!  Pineapple topped ham steak, au 

gratin potatoes, asparagus, dinner roll, fruit salad, daffo-
dil cake. 

12 Swedish meatballs, parsley buttered noodles, mixed vege-
table, Jello salad, yellow cake with chocolate frosting. 

19 Breaded chicken drumstick, macaroni & cheese, broccoli, 
dinner roll, garden salad, brownie dessert.

26 Lasagna, Italian green beans, garlic bread, garden salad, 
cannoli.12

Brecksville Human Services Center 
Honors Volunteers

Nine volunteers were honored for 10 to 20 years of service to 
the community at the Annual Volunteer Luncheon sponsored 
by the Brecksville Department of Human Services on Thursday, 
February 22 at the Human Services Center. 

The highlight of the day was when Mayor Jerry Hruby pre-
sented a 30 year service award to Ruth Dever McDonel. Ruth 
was one of the original volunteer nurses for the department and 
now coordinates health check ups for the department’s volunteer 
drivers who take seniors to medical appointments.

Tony Cipolla, Bob Petrushka and Suzie Putich Kisling have 
been volunteering for 15 years.

10 year volunteers are Lou Ann Klimek, Midge Cassidy, Betty 
Rogers, Larry Clager and Erlinda Coloma.

The Department of Human Services is proud that 168 people 
volunteer for it.

In a traditional and solemn time during the Volunteer Lun-
cheon Mayor Jerry Hruby read the names of volunteers who have 
passed away since last year’s Luncheon. Each name was followed 
by the ringing of the Kiwanis Club bell and a moment of silence. 
Remembered were Bob Andree, Marie Golias, Dr. John Hines, 
Marge Randa, Don Salisbury, Vivian Samerdyke Sharron Taylor 
and Pat Ward.

The Human Services Center is proud to have volunteers from 
not only Brecksville but surrounding communities as well, who 
drive seniors in the Center’s three cars, van and bus; prepare, 
serve and clean up after the Tuesday and Thursday meals at the 
Center; volunteer nurses, desk workers, reassurance callers to shut 
ins and Meals on Wheels deliverers. Just call the Human Services 
Center at 526-2499 for more information about a volunteer 
position for you. Remember, volunteers who serve more than 48 
hours each year receive a free membership to the Human Services 
Center regardless of city of residence.



Free Pizza and Bingo at the  
Brecksville Human Services Center!
Thanks to the folks at Home Instead Senior Care in Brecksville 

and a variety of other local care specialists, there is free pizza and 
Bingo for Brecksville residents at the Brecksville Human Services 
Center on the third Wednesday of each month starting at noon. 
The next scheduled days are Wednesday, March 21, Wednesday, 
April 18, Wednesday, May 16 and Wednesday, June 20.

Come on down and have some fun! Prizes too!
It is necessary to make a reservation. Call the Human Services 

front desk at 526-2499 prior to each day. 

The AARP Tax-Aide Program 
The AARP Foundation Tax-Aide Program underway and ending 

April, 13.  This IRS-supported FREE tax service is offered to 
those with low or moderate incomes and/or aged 60 and older.  
Taxpayers do NOT have to be retired or a member of AARP.  
Local Tax-Aide sites include the Brecksville Human Services 

Center, 2 Community Drive, Brecksville, OH  44141.  Open 
Fridays from 9:30 to 2.  Call 526-2499 for an appointment.

B
R

EC
KSVILLE

T
R

A
V ELE R

S

Restaurants, A Mall Trip &  
Brecksville Errands Every Tuesday

March
2 Friday Pleasant Valley Shopping Center

7 Wednesday Crop Bistro-Cleveland

14 Wednesday Flannery’s- Cleveland

21 Wednesday Oak Barrel-Valley View

28 Wednesday Glen Willow-Solon

April
4 Wednesday Lucky’s Café-Cleveland

6 Friday Macedonia Commons

10 Wednesday Le Petit Triangle Cafe  
Fulton Rd. Cleveland

11 Wednesday Wasabi Japanese Steakhouse 
Independence

18 Wednesday D’Agnese’s Bistro-Seven Hills

25 Wednesday Sokolowski’s-Cleveland

Kingwood Center  
Gardens

Tuesday, May 22 9:00 am-3:15 pm
Kingwood Center Gardens develops and 
displays exemplary gardens on the former 
estate of Charles Kelly King for the pleasure 
and education of the public.  This 47-acre 

estate opened to the public in 1953, a year after Mr. King’s 
death.  There will be a box lunch included and time for shopping 

Cheers for our Drivers!
Marcia Davis, Tony Barts and Kim Kolens are three of our 

loyal drivers who take seniors to appointments. 
And a huge thanks to  Lynn Wolfram, Beth Pavlich and Sylvia 

Fowler who drive for Meals on Wheels. We are so grateful for the 
time, service and commitment to those that donate their time for 
our seniors—Thank you!  
We need once-a-week drivers for Meals on Wheels. Please volun-
teer by calling 526-2499.

If You Are a Low Income Gas or 
Electricity Customer You Might  
Qualify for PIPP Plus or HEAP

HEAP is a one time annual payment amounting to about $200.
PIPP can help income-eligible customers maintain natural gas 

service while paying off previous unpaid balances.
Participating customers pay 6% of their total gross monthly 

household income or $10, whichever is greater.
Payments must be paid on time. If so, Dominion will credit your 

account for the rest of that month’s current charges plus a 1/24th 
credit toward your prior account balance. After 24 months of on-
time and in-full PIPP Plus payments, you will become current!!
For more information about HEAP or PIPP  

Plus call 800-362-7557.

in the greenhouse.  We will also visit Der Dutchman for shop-
ping.  Think Raspberry Cream PIE!  
Cost: $10 for residents and $20 for non-residents.

Progressive Insurance’s  
Famous Art Collection

Friday, April 13  9:00 am-2:30 pm
10:00 am  Guided Tour of Progressive Insurance Art  Collection

12:00 pm  Lunch (ON YOUR OWN) Historic Sara’s Place

Cost: $10 for residents and $20 for non-residents.
13

Seniors of the Year
The floor is open for nominations for the Brecksville Senior Volunteer 
Man and Woman of the Year sponsored by the Department of Human 
Services and the Brecksville Kiwanis Club. Pick up a nomination form at 
the Human Services Center. Deadline for nominations is March 16. The 
annual Volunteer of the Year luncheon is Tuesday, May 15 at noon at the 
Human Services Center.
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Brecksville Center  
for the Arts 

BCA is your convenient, local arts resource - 
dedicated to the enhancement and appreciation 
of artistic skills through hands-on instruction 
and programming for all ages, pre-school 
through adult.  Located in the heart of Brecks-
ville at 8997 Highland Drive. Details and 
registration at www.brecksvillearts.org. 
• Adult & Kids Ceramics
• After School Art 
 Basket Making Workshops
• Craft and Design Classes
• Drawing Classes
• Home School Art 
• Line Dancing
• Painting Workshops
• Swing and Partner Dancing
• The Music Class for Kids

Speaking of Brecksville Safety Town…
Safety Town provides children entering kindergarten with basic instruction in 
safety awareness through their own involvement in preventative procedures.  
A miniature town, complete with streets, buildings, sidewalks, vehicles, 
stop signs, crosswalks & a traffic light will be provided.  Instruction will be 
provided by a certified teacher, police officers & safety personnel, along with 
assistance from teenage volunteers.

Brecksville Safety Town will be held at BLOSSOM HILL, 4450 OAKES RD,  
IN BRECKSVILLE.  Transportation to the Safety Town site is the responsi-
bility of the parent.

REGISTRATION:  FEE IS $20.00

Registration begins May 1st and ends May 31st, 2018 at the Brecksville Community Center,  
1 Community Drive.

For online registration:  https://webtrac.Brecksville.oh.us or Register in person at the Community  
Center. PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CITY OF BRECKSVILLE

Class size is limited and will be filled on a first-come, first serve basis. 

Session 1:  6/18-6/29  9:00-11:00am Session 2: 6/18-6/29 11:45am-1:45pm 

Session 3:  7/09-7/20  9:00-11:00am Session 4: 7/09-7/20 11:45am-1:45pm

The Brecksville Fire Association Presents: 

 

Saturday, March 24, 2018  
 

The New Orleans Party Center, 8111 Brecksville Road, 
Brecksville, OH 44141 

 
doors open at 6:30 

Tickets $40 per person—21 and over  
 

Ticket includes a buffet dinner provided by Augie’s, beer, 
wine, and soda. You may BYOB. 70’s attire is encouraged!  

The night features raffle baskets, side boards, and karaoke.  
 

All proceeds to benefit the construction of the new  
Brecksville Safety Town at Blossom Hill. 

 
Tickets will available for purchase at the Brecksville  
Police Station or Fire Station starting on Feb. 19, or  

Purchase online today at:  
https://brecksvillesafetytowndinner.eventbrite.com  

Kiwanis Club of Brecksville  
Hosts the Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday March 31 at 10 am  
BBHHS Practice Field 

Toddlers to age 12 are invited. Rain or Shine.  
Bring a basket or bag to collect the eggs.

Big Band Music Is Back!
If you love big band music have we got a night for you!

The Cleveland Tops Swing Band, along with the Brecksville-Broadview Heights Middle School Jazz En-
semble will perform a FREE concert on Thursday, May 17 at 7 pm at the Middle School auditorium. 
The Middle School is the former high school off Mill Road.

The concert is made possible through a grant 
from the Ohio Arts Council and presented by 
the Human Services Departments of Brecks-
ville and Broadview Heights.   The program 
promotes social and professional interaction for 
older adult musicians who are able to mentor 
younger musicians.

Please contact the Brecksville Department of 
Human Services at 440-526-2499 or the Broad-
view Heights Department of Human Services at 
440-526-5400 for more information.
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Aqua Easter  
Egg Hunt

Aqua Easter  
Egg Hunt

Friday, March 23
Join us for our 4th Annual Aqua Easter Egg Hunt! There will be floating eggs  
and sinking eggs for the hunters to find. One “magic” egg per age group will earn 
the hunter a special prize. The Aqua Egg Hunt will take place in the Human Services 
Therapy Pool. It is a warm water shallow pool. 
All participants will receive prizes. We will also have a craft for children to do before 
or after the Hunt!
We will provide a bag for the hunter to collect their eggs. 
CHILDREN UNDER 6 Years old MUST HAVE A TRUSTED ADULT IN THE 
WATER. If your child is 6 or older and is not a strong swimmer, a trusted adult is 
required to be in the water. Our lifeguards must watch everyone that is in the pool 
so you are the only one able to watch your child 100% of the time. Life jackets are 
permitted to be worn by children WITH an adult in the water.  
Section Age Time Activity Number
Section A 6 mos.-18 mos. 5:30-6:00 pm 322661-00
Section B 18 mos.-36 mos. 6:00-6:30 pm 322661-01
Section C 3-4 yrs 6:30-7:00 pm 322661-02
Section D 5-6 yrs. 7:00-7:30 pm 322661-03
Section E 7-8 yrs. 7:30-8:00 pm 322661-04
***BCC pool
Section F 8-12 yrs. 8:30-9:00 pm 322661-05
Children that are not potty trained must wear a swim diaper. Swim diapers are 
available for purchase at the front desk of the Community Center.
Cost:  $5 Brecksville Community Center Members 

  $6 Brecksville Residents 
  $7 Non-Residents

*No third child discount for special events.

Friday, March 23
Brecksville Center  

for the Arts 
BCA is your convenient, local arts resource - 
dedicated to the enhancement and appreciation 
of artistic skills through hands-on instruction 
and programming for all ages, pre-school 
through adult.  Located in the heart of Brecks-
ville at 8997 Highland Drive. Details and 
registration at www.brecksvillearts.org. 
• Adult & Kids Ceramics
• After School Art 
 Basket Making Workshops
• Craft and Design Classes
• Drawing Classes
• Home School Art 
• Line Dancing
• Painting Workshops
• Swing and Partner Dancing
• The Music Class for Kids

Speaking of Brecksville Safety Town…
Safety Town provides children entering kindergarten with basic instruction in 
safety awareness through their own involvement in preventative procedures.  
A miniature town, complete with streets, buildings, sidewalks, vehicles, 
stop signs, crosswalks & a traffic light will be provided.  Instruction will be 
provided by a certified teacher, police officers & safety personnel, along with 
assistance from teenage volunteers.

Brecksville Safety Town will be held at BLOSSOM HILL, 4450 OAKES RD,  
IN BRECKSVILLE.  Transportation to the Safety Town site is the responsi-
bility of the parent.

REGISTRATION:  FEE IS $20.00

Registration begins May 1st and ends May 31st, 2018 at the Brecksville Community Center,  
1 Community Drive.

For online registration:  https://webtrac.Brecksville.oh.us or Register in person at the Community  
Center. PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CITY OF BRECKSVILLE

Class size is limited and will be filled on a first-come, first serve basis. 

Session 1:  6/18-6/29  9:00-11:00am Session 2: 6/18-6/29 11:45am-1:45pm 

Session 3:  7/09-7/20  9:00-11:00am Session 4: 7/09-7/20 11:45am-1:45pm

Come to the Community 
Center for Some Hoppin’ 
Good Easter Bunny Fun!

Tuesday, March 27 
4:15 to 5:30 pm

Hey Kids! Make a special Easter craft, decorate a yummy take-home 
treat and visit with the Easter Bunny himself! Photo opportunity included. 
This event is an open house style event with activities in different rooms of 
the Human Services Center.  

Please plan to arrive no later than 4:45pm in order to have time to 
enjoy all of the activites.

Cost is $2 for Brecksville  
Community Center Members  
& $3 per child for non-members.

Space is limited. Please call  
546-2300 for more information.

Navigating Elder Care  
with Your Brecksville  
Expert Panel

We invite Baby Boomers, Older Adults, and Caregivers  
to come learn from our Expert Panelists  
the Truth behind Navigating Elder Care.

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 at 11am
Brecksville Human Services Center
2 Community Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44141

Meet the Panel:
MetroHealth System 
- MetroHealth

Elder Law Attorney  
- Daniel P. Seink Co., Ltd.

Independent Insurance Agent 
- Kaz Company

Home Care Services  
- Home Instead Senior Care

Home Health/Hospice Services 
- Ohio Living

Skilled Nursing  
- The Oaks of Brecksville

Assisted living  
- Renaissance of Richfield

Independent Living  
- Chippewa Place

Medical Alerts  
- Guardian Medical

SEATING IS 
LIMITED!
Lunch will be provided
Register today at
440-838-0719

© Can Stock Photo / michaeljung

Big Band Music Is Back!
If you love big band music have we got a night for you!

The Cleveland Tops Swing Band, along with the Brecksville-Broadview Heights Middle School Jazz En-
semble will perform a FREE concert on Thursday, May 17 at 7 pm at the Middle School auditorium. 
The Middle School is the former high school off Mill Road.

The concert is made possible through a grant 
from the Ohio Arts Council and presented by 
the Human Services Departments of Brecks-
ville and Broadview Heights.   The program 
promotes social and professional interaction for 
older adult musicians who are able to mentor 
younger musicians.

Please contact the Brecksville Department of 
Human Services at 440-526-2499 or the Broad-
view Heights Department of Human Services at 
440-526-5400 for more information.
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For an Updated Fitness Schedule visit our website at www.brecksville.oh.us

Recreation

Brecksville Soccer Academy Spring Program
Tony Niccoli introduced us to this widely-ac-
claimed program, which incorporates all the 
Best Practices recommended by the US 
Soccer Association. The written curriculum 
provides age-appropriate activities based 

on the cognitive, psycho-motor, psycho-so-
cial and emotional stage of each age-group. 

Each session will be instructed by BSA staff and 
Brecksville – Broadview Hts. Soccer players.

U3 Academy (ages 3) is a parent-child program for children ages 3-4 who 
are interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of soccer. The 
program allows children the opportunity to work one-on-one with a parent, 
teaches a variety of soccer skills, offers exercises that become increas-
ingly more challenging as the class progresses children show improve-
ment, and the class is taught with fun, safe, developmentally appropriate 
equipment.
U5 Academy (ages 4 and 5) will engage in the ABCs of player move-
ment—Agility, Balance and Coordination. The ball will be used in most 
activities to facilitate body-movement and ball control. These players will 
play 1v1 and 2v2 games. Constant activity will be the target, so balls will 
be in continuous play. 

U7Academy (ages 6 and 7) will engage in small-sided games with 4v4 
being the best format, but 3v3 and 5v5 might also be employed for older 
players. Their training will be games-based with a variety of competitive 
games that will challenge players to learn the tactics of the game—how to 
get a team shape; how to avoid pressure by passing back; how to defend; 
how to switch the ball to the side with less pressure.
U8 League (ages 7 and 8) will serve as an introduction to traditional 
league play in a 4v4 setting. One training session weekly and games to 
be played on Saturday mornings. Teams will travel to Shaker Heights and 
surrounding communities, games will be played at Blossom Hill turf field 
and away sites. Teams will be formed and volunteer coaches will manage 
teams. This division will help grow the “club” concept and stress individual 
player development and team concept. Practices to begin early April.
Players are responsible for purchasing their own shin guards and cleats.

April 14-May 19
 Ages Times Activity #
 Ages U3 9:15am-10:00am 321961 03
 Ages U5 10:00am-11:00am 321961 05
 Ages U7 11:00am-12:00pm 321961 07
 Ages U8 9:00am - 12:00pm 321961 08
 Cost: U3  Cost: U5 & U7 Cost:VU8
Res. Members - $40 Res. Members - $65 Res. Members - $75
Res. - $50 Res. - $75 Res. - $85
Non-Res. - $60  Non-Res. - $85 Non-Res. - $95
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Adult Bocce League 
Ages: 18 and over
Day Date Time
M-Th June 4-August 30 6:00-8:00pm

Registration: Resident begins 3/1, non-resident begins 3/8, ends 5/21.
Cost: $65.00 registration fee
Description: Welcome to the Brecksville Recreation Adult Bocce League.  
This is a coed league, teams can be female/female, female/male or male/
male.  The league will run over 9 weeks, including a single elimination 
tournament to conclude.  You may register your team, at least two people, 
along with a maximum of two substitutes, at the front desk of the Brecksville 
Community Center.  There will be a mandatory managers meeting on 
Tuesday, May 30 at the Brecksville Community Center in Community Room 
C at 6:00pm, you must be registered to attend.

Youth Baseball/Softball Skills Clinic
Ages: 8 to 18 years old

 Day Date Time Activity #

Baseball Sat. Apr. 21 12:00-2:00pm 321141-61

Softball Sat. Apr. 21 2:00-4:00pm  321252-61

Registration Residents 3/1, non-residents 3/8, ends 4/14.
Cost: Free
Description: Youth baseball and softball skills clinic. Skills that will be 
covered include: Hitting Stance, throwing mechanics, base running, pitching/
catching mechanics, and in fielding technique.
Contact: For more information, please contact the Athletic Department at 
the Brecksville Community Center 546-2300.
Special Comments or notes (if applicable):
Please make sure to bring cleats, tennis shoes, and a baseball glove.  

Helmets and Bats will be provided.  

Little Hitters
Ages 3-5 year olds

Session Days Time Activity #
Session II Apr. 25-May 30 5:30pm-6:15pm 321261-32
Session II: Apr. 25-May 30 6:15pm-7:30pm 321261-33
Registration: Residents 3/1, non-residents 3/8, ends 4/14.

Cost $40 for BCC members, $50 for residents, $60 for non-residents
Description Little Hitters Baseball is a parent-child based program for children 
ages 3-5 who are interested in having fun and learning the fundamentals of 
baseball or softball.  Little Hitters Baseball: allows children the opportunity to 
work one-on-one with a parent; teaches children a variety of baseball skills 
including throwing, catching, batting, running and agility; offers exercises that 
become increasingly more challenging as the class progresses and children 
show improvement; is taught with fun, safe, developmentally appropriate 
equipment.   
Location:  Little Hitters Baseball classes meet once a week for six weeks at 
the Brecksville Community Center Field House, court B. 
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League Age (as of 8/1/18) Activity #

Girls 8U – Machine Pitch 6-8 331251-81

Girls 10U - Pigtail 8-10 331252-81

Girls 13U - Ponytail 11-13 331253-81

Girls 18U – High School 14-18 331254-81
Inter-City Play:  Some leagues play with other cities in the area. 
Machine Pitch – Brecksville Only
Pigtail—Brecksville, Broadview Hts. and Independence
Ponytail—Brecksville, Broadview Hts. and Independence
H.S. Girls—League made up of various local cities.

Registration: (Pigtail – High School)
Resident Begins 3/1 Ends 4/7
Non-Resident Begins 3/8 Ends 4/7
Registration: (Machine Pitch)
Resident Begins 3/1 Ends 5/5
Non-Resident Begins 3/8 Ends 5/5

Girls Softball Information
Girls 8U – Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds)
The machine pitch program is designed to continue the skill development, 

learning and positive play learned in the Co-ed Tee Ball program. Teams play a 
10 game season. Games are one hour and are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturday.  Participants will 
be furnished with t-shirts and caps.  Games will be played behind City Hall or 
Blossom Hill with a coach or staff running a sling arm pitching machine. 

Cost: 
$55.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members 
$65.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents 
$75.00 for non-residents

Girls 10U - Pigtail (8-10 year olds) 
Kids will be pitching in this league.  Full softball uniforms are furnished and 

kept by the participant at the end of the season.  Teams play a 10 game season 
and have a post season tournament.  Games are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturday.  The game season 
begins after Memorial Day and post season tournament games will be complet-
ed by the first week in August.  Practices are scheduled to begin in the middle of 
May.  

Cost:  
$60.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members 
$70.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents 
$80.00 for non-residents

Girls 13U - Ponytail (11-13 year olds)  
Teams play a 10-12 game season with a post season tournament and all-

star game.  Games are played Monday through Friday between 6:00pm and 
10:00pm and occasionally on Saturdays.  Full softball uniforms are furnished 
and kept by the participant at the conclusion of the season.  The game season 
begins after Memorial Day and the championship game will be completed by the 
first week in August.  Practices are scheduled to begin in May.  

Cost:  
$60.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members 
$70.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents 
$80.00 for non-residents

Girls 18U – High School (14-18 year olds) 
Games are played Monday through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and 

occasionally on Saturdays with inter-city play between neighboring cities.  Full 
softball uniforms are furnished and kept by the participant at the end of the sea-
son. The game season begins after Memorial Day and championship games will 

Girls Softball

be completed by the first week in August.  Practices are scheduled to begin in 
May.  Participants must be in High School.

Cost:  
$65.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members 
$75.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents 
$85.00 for non-residents

Please contact Tom English  breckreccommish@gmail.com or 440-526-1485 
for league and team information or call the Brecksville Community Center at 
546-2300 for registration information on both Boys Baseball and Girls Slow Pitch 
Softball.  

Boy’s Baseball
It’s time once again for the boys of summer to pull out the leather glove and 
get ready for another season of baseball!  The baseball game season begins 
after Memorial Day and can run until the first week of August.  Practices for 
most leagues start the beginning to the middle of May. Coach Pitch Boys, will 
begin at the end of May.  Leagues and ages are listed below. 

League Age (as of 8/1/18) Activity # 
Boys 8U – Machine Pitch 6-8 331141-81
Boys 10U - Minors 8-10 331142-81
Boys 12U - Majors 11-12  331143-81
Boys 15U - Pony 13-15 331144-81
Boys 18U - H.S. 15-18 331145-81

Inter-City Play:  Some leagues play with other cities in the area. Boys 8U: 
Brecksville Only

Minors, Majors, Pony—Brecksville, Independence, (maybe surrounding com-
munities)

Registration: (Minors-High School)

Resident Begins 3/1 Ends 4/7 
Non-Resident Begins 3/8 Ends 4/7

Registration: (Boys 8U - Machine Pitch)

Resident Begins 3/1 Ends 5/5 
Non-Resident Begins 3/8 Ends 5/5

Boys Baseball Information
Boys 8U – Machine Pitch (6-8 year olds)
The Machine Pitch program is designed to continue the skill development, 
learning and positive play learned in the Co-ed Tee Ball program. Teams play 
a 10 game season. Games are one hour and are played Monday through 
Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturdays.  Practice 
begins towards the end of May, and games will begin in June at the conclu-
sion of the school year.  Participants will be furnished with t-shirts and caps.  
Games will be played behind City Hall or Blossom Hill with either a coach or 
staff running a sling arm pitching machine. 
Cost: 
$55.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$65.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights  
residents
$75.00 for non-residents
Boys 10U – Minors (8-10 year olds)
Kids will be pitching in this league.  Teams play an 8-10 game season and 
have a post season tournament   Full baseball uniforms are furnished and 
kept by the participant at the end of the season.  Games are played Monday 
through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturdays. 
The game season begins after Memorial Day and will be completed by the first 
week in August.  Practices are scheduled to begin in May.  
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Recreation
T-Ball Program

League Age (as of 8/1/18) Meeting Times Activity #
Tee Ball 4-6 years old M,Tu,W,Th,F 311361-81
The Coed Tee Ball Program is designed to provide a positive and nurturing 
developmental environment for children and adults. Teach and develop 
basic fundamentals, rules, and strategies to players. Typically, two games 
are scheduled each week between 6:00-9:00pm, Monday through Friday, 
and occasionally on Saturdays.  Your coach may schedule a practice after 
Memorial Day to meet the children, time and weather permitting.  Games will 
begin after the school season has completed and the program will end by the 
beginning of August.  Participants are furnished with t-shirts and Cleveland 
Indians Caps.  This is a Tee Ball program, there will be NO coach pitch.  The 
Tee Ball program will be held on the Synthetic Turf Soccer Field at Blossom 
Hill.
Registration: Resident begins 3/1, on-Resident 3/8 ends 5/5.
Cost: 
$60.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members 
$70.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$80.00 for Non-residents
General Registration Requirements/Guidelines
Space is limited, please register early.
Payment is required in full at time of registration. 
There is a discount for Brecksville residents who register three or more 
children from the same family for the same program at the same time.  
Special requests for team and player placement will not be guaranteed. 
No Refunds.  Credits only will be given.  A cancellation fee will be assessed 
if uniforms have already been ordered. 
Late Fee.  A late fee of $10.00 will be implemented for anyone registering 
after the registration deadline. (Late registration dependent upon space 
availability).
Call the Brecksville Community Center at 546-2300 for additional informa-
tion.  

Boy’s Baseball Continued
Cost: 
$60.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$70.00 for Brecksville and Broadview Heights residents
$80.00 for non-residents
Boys 10U - Majors (10-12 year olds)  
Kids will be pitching in this league. Teams play a 10-12 game season and 
have a post season tournament.  Games are played Monday through Friday 
between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occasionally on Saturdays.  Full baseball 
uniforms are furnished and kept by the participant at the conclusion of the 
season.  The game season begins after Memorial Day and the championship 
game will be completed by the first week in August.  Practices are scheduled 
to begin in May.  
Cost: 
$60.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$70.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$80.00 for non-residents
Boys 15U - Pony League (13-15 year olds) 
Teams play a 12 game season and have a post season tournament.  Games 
are played Monday through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and occa-
sionally on Saturdays.  Full baseball uniforms are furnished and kept by the 
participant at the end of the season. The game season begins after Memorial 
Day and championship games will be completed by the first week in August.  
Practices are scheduled to begin in May.  15 Year olds are permitted to pitch 
one inning in this league, if your birthday is before August 1st, 2017, you are 
considered to be 15 the entire season.
Cost: 
$60.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$70.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$80.00 for non-residents
Boys 18U - High School (15-18 year olds) 
Games are played Monday through Friday between 6:00pm and 10:00pm and 
on Saturdays. Baseball uniforms are furnished and kept by the participant at 
the conclusion of the season.  Inter-city play between neighboring cities. The 
game season begins in mid-May and championship games will be completed 
by the first week in August.  Participants must be in High School. 
Cost:
$65.00 for Brecksville Community Center Members
$75.00 for Brecksville residents and Broadview Heights residents
$85.00 for non-residents
Please contact Tom English  breckreccommish@gmail.com or 440-526-1485 
for league and team information or call the Brecksville Community Center at 
546-2300 for registration information.  

Taekwondo Spring Session Dates
Session I -March 3 through April 28
Session II - May 5 through June 23

Coed Softball
Ages: 14 and over

Day Date Time 

Sun. June 3-August 19  5:00pm-11:00pm 

Registration: Residents 3/1, non-residents 3/8, ends 5/19.
Description: This is a recreational coed softball league; it will be played 
on Brecksville City Fields C and F on Sunday nights between the hours 
of 5:00pm and 11:00pm.  It will be a 7 week league, with a tournament 
to conclude.  There will be two divisions this year, Division A will be the 
competitive division for teams with more experienced players, with an end 
of the season tournament.  Division B will be the less competitive division, 
for players looking for a social Sunday evening League, with a tournament 
to conclude the season.  If there are not enough teams registered in either 
division, the divisions will be combined.
Cost:  $350.00 per team
Additional Costs:  $60.00 due at the managers meeting for forfeit fee, it will 
be refunded at the end of the season. $30.00 due before start of game
Mandatory Manager Meeting: There is a manager meeting on Sunday, May 
20 at 5:00pm at the Blossom Hill School, Room 9.  Teams must be registered 
to attend.
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Youth and Adult Tennis
Tennis for Tots - This camp is designed to teach children the fundamentals 
of tennis in a fun, structured setting, while also working on basic motor 
skills that are necessary to play sports.
Beginner - These camps are designed for the participant who has never 
played tennis or who has had little instruction.  Sessions focus on learning 
the basics of tennis including footwork skills and eye-hand coordination 
through fun, games and activities. 
Intermediate - These camps are for the participant who has completed the 
Youth Tennis Beginners Camp and still desires further instruction, or has 
had some tennis instruction or experience.  Building on what students have 
learned in previous classes, students will learn more advanced footwork 
and ball control skills. Forehand, backhand, serves, rules and scoring will be 
taught in this camp.
Beginner Camp Session I:   June 4-7
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-01  
7-9 year olds 9:45am-10:45am M,T,W,Th 331761-81 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-81 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-81
Beginner Camp Session II: June 11-14
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-02 
7-9 year olds 9:45am-10:45am M,T,W,Th 331761-82 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-82 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-82
Beginner/Intermediate Camp Session III: June 18-21
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-03  
7-9 year olds 9:45am-10:45am M,T,W,Th 331761-83 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-83 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-83
Beginner/Intermediate Session IV: July 9-12
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-04  
7-9 year olds 9:45am-10:45am M,T,W,Th 331761-84 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-84 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-84
Beginner/Intermediate Session V: July 16-19
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th  331760-05 
7-9 year olds 9:45am-10:45am M,T,W,Th 331761-85 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-85 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-85
Beginner/Intermediate Session VI: July 23-26
Tot Tennis Camp 9am-9:30am M,T,W,Th 331760-06  
7-9 year olds 9:45am-10:45am M,T,W,Th 331761-86 
10-12 year olds 11am-12pm M,T,W,Th 331762-86 
13-18 olds 12pm-1pm M,T,W,Th 331763-86
Registration: 
Resident begins March 1 and ends the Monday before the session begins
Non-Resident begins March 8 and ends the Monday before the session 
begins
Cost:
Camps for Tennis for Tots  
$35 for BCC members 
$45 for residents 
$55 for non-residents

Camps for Intermediate & Beginner 
$45 for BCC members 
$55 for residents 
$65 for non-residents

Location: Tennis Courts behind Brecksville City Hall. 
Instruction: Certified PEAK Tennis Staff
Contact: For more information, please contact Jack Abbruzzese at Brecksville 
Community Center 546-2300.

Run for Your LIfe Free Summer  
Running & Workout Programs

Spring Cross Training Program 
Ages 6-15,

Dates Days Times  Activity #
6/18 -7/25 M W   4:30-5:30 336171-81 

Summer Cross Training Program 
Ages 6-15,

Dates Days Times  Activity #
6/18 -7/25 M W   9 - 10 am 336171-81 

Summer Running Program 
Ages 6-15,

Dates Days Times  Activity #
6/19 -7/26 T TH   9 - 10 am 336172-81 

The program will be held at the Blossom Hill Complex. 

Registration: Residents 3/1, Non-residents 3/8. Run For Your Life will meet 
rain or shine.  Should weather be questionable for safety, you will be notified by 
an instructor.  Please contact Brian Stucky, 216-390-4950 or brstucky@aol.com 
with any questions.

Coed Soccer
Ages: 18+

Day Date Time 

Sun.  June 3 - August 12 12:00pm, 1:00pm, 2:00pm, & 3:00pm 

Registration: Residents 3/1, non-residents 3/8, ends 5/19.
Description: This is a recreational coed soccer league; it will be played on 
the Blossom Hill Turf Sunday afternoons between the hours of 12:00pm and 
4:00pm.  It will be a 7 week league, with a tournament to conclude. The league 
will be 8 V 8, which 3 of those must be a female.  There will be two 25 minute 
halves, no extra time. Teams must provide matching uniforms with numbers.
Cost:  $150.00 team entry fee 
Additional Costs:  $15.00 cash per Sunday (Official Fee) One Center Referee

Mandatory Manager Meeting: There is a mandatory manager’s meeting on 
Sunday, May 20th at 12:00pm at the Blossom Hill School, Room 9.  Teams 
must be registered to attend. 

Contact: For more information, please contact Jack Abbruzzese at the Brecks-
ville Community Center 546-2300.



Recreation Learn to Swim Levels 1-6 
Location Brecksville Community Center
Level 1
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 4:45 - 5:35 pm 322261 81
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 5:30 - 6:20 pm 332261 12
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332261 A1
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332261 A2
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332261 B1
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332261 C1
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332261 C2
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332261 D1
Level 2
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 4:45 - 5:35 pm 322262 81
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 5:45 - 6:35 pm 322262 82
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 5:30 - 6:20 pm 332262 12
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332262 A1
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332262 A2
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332262 B1
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332262 B2
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332262 C1
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332262 C2
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332262 D1
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332262 D2
Level 3
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 4:45 - 5:35 pm 322263 81
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 5:45 - 6:35 pm 322263 82
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 4:30 - 5:20 pm 332263 11
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 5:30 - 6:20 pm 332263 12
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332263 A1
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332263 A2
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332263 B1
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332263 B2
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332263 C1

Kids n Company I
Location Human Services Therapy Pool
This class is designed for children 6 months to 2 years of age.  A responsible adult 
participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all 
class sessions.
Dates  Day Time Activity #
6/7 - 8/2 Thursday 5:30 - 6:00 pm 332161 41
6/9 - 7/28 Saturday 10:30 - 11:00 am 322161-61
No Classes on 7/5
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 

Kids n Company II 
Location Human Services Therapy Pool 
This class is designed for children 2 years to 4 years of age.  A responsible adult 
participant who is comfortable in the water must accompany each child during all 
class sessions.  Water exploration is encouraged, having fun is mandatory!
Dates  Day Time Activity #
6/7 - 8/2 Thursday 6:00 - 6:30 pm 332162 42
*6/8 - 8/3 Friday 10:30 - 11:00 am 332162 51
6/9- 7/28 Saturday 11:00 - 11:30 am 322162-61
*hybrid, No Classes on 7/5 and 7/6
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 

NOTE Children who are not potty trained must wear swim diapers in the water 
at all times. No child suffering from diarrhea will be allowed to participate in the 
program. Swim diapers are available for purchase at the Community Center front 
desk if needed. 

Preschool I
This class is designed for children 31/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer to the website for 
more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation.
Location: BCC 
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 4:45 - 5:20 pm 322163 81
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 4:30 - 5:05 pm 332163 11
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:35 am 332163 A2
6/4 - 6/27 M,W 10:00 - 10:35 am 332163 AB
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:35 am 332163 B2
7/10-8/2 Tu,Th 10:00-10:35 am 332163 CD
7/23-8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00-11:35 am 332163 D2
No Classes on No Classes on 7/2
Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 

Preschool II
This class is designed for children 31/2 - 5 years of age. Please refer to the website for 
more information. www.brecksville.oh.us/departments/recreation. 
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 5:45 - 6:20 pm 322164 82
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 4:30 - 5:05 pm 332164 11
6/4 - 6/27 Tu,Th 10:00 - 10:35 am 332164 AB
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:35 am 332164 B2
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:35 am 332164 C2 
7/9 - 8/1 M,W 10:00 - 10:35 am 332164 CD
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:35 am 332164 D2
No Classes on 7/2

Fees: Community Center Member $40, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $50 
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Practice Days
Monday-Friday, beginning June 4 through July 27

Boys 
Ages Days Times Activity #
7 & 8 M,Tu,W,Th,F 8:45 - 10:00am 332443 08
9 & 10 M,W,F 8:45 - 10:00am 332443 10 
 Tu, Th 7:45 - 9:00am  
11 & 12 M,Tu,W,Th,F  7:45 - 9:00am 332443 12
13 & 14 M,Tu,W,Th,F  7:45 - 9:00am 332443 14
15 & up M,Tu,W,Th,F  7:45 - 9:00am 332443 15
Girls 
Ages Days Times Activity #
7 & 8 M,Tu,W,Th,F 8:45 - 10:00am 332453 08
9 & 10 M,W,F 8:45 - 10:00am 332453 10 
 Tu, Th 7:45 - 9:00am  
11 & 12 M,Tu,W,Th,F  7:45 - 9:00am 332453 12
13 & 14 M,Tu,W,Th,F  7:45 - 9:00am 332453 14
15 & up M,Tu,W,Th,F  7:45 - 9:00am 332453 15
Brecksville Beluga Swim is a summer recreational age group swim team. The 
Brecksville Community Center is a member of the Cuyahoga Valley Swim 
League (CVSL). Other teams in this league include the cities of Independence, 
Parma, Parma Heights, Seven Hills, Bedford, Forest Hills, Brooklyn & CSI 

Brecksville Beluga Swim Team
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The team focuses on introducing children to competitive swimming. The level of 
competition is comparatively low versus other year round programs such as the USA age 
group program.
The goals for this team are to:
* Ensure the safety of the participants during all practices, meets, and other team related
activities.
* Make the program fun and productive for all participants.
* Introduce and maintain a mild to medium level of competition for participants to help 

encourage increased endurance and speed.
* Provide participants with an introduction to competitive swimming, help in the 

refinement of strokes, and the introduction of competitive skills.
This program should not be thought of as an extension of, or substitute for the Learn-
To-Swim program. Although instruction is provided, the type of instruction is specific to 
stroke refinement, rather than stroke development. All swimmers should have the solid 
fundamentals skills for Front Crawl, Backstroke and Breaststroke. Participants need not 
know Butterfly to participate but it is recommended for the older age groups.
Prerequisites
The Beluga’s Swim Team requires participants to swim in the lap lanes with 
approximately 8 other children. Participants should be able to comfortably swim lengths 
of the pool using Front Crawl, Backstroke, and for the higher levels Breaststroke and 
Butterfly. Participants should be a minimum of 6 years of age and/or have completed or 
have been enrolled for a few sessions in Level IV of the Learn to Swim Program.
Please order all swim team logo items directly through Adler Team Sports at  
http://www.adlerteamsports.com/TeamStores.aspx Access Code: beluga

Parent Meeting: Tuesday May 22  at 6:15pm
Other practice times include Tuesday and Friday 5:30pm - 6:30pm
**It is preferred that children attend the practice time based on their age group since 
pool space is limited in the evening. Children may be limited to 1 evening practice per 
week depending on the number of children that attend.
There have been changes to the league so these dates and teams may change.
 
Check Recreation brochure online for the tentative swim meet schedule.

Additional fees may be collected during the season for the Championship meet and 
additional events.
Cancellation fees may apply to withdraw from this program
Cost: $100 for Brecksville Community Center members, $120 for residents, 
 $140 for non-residents.

Preseason Clinic
Date Days Times
May 7 - June1* Mon & Wed 6 - 7:15pm
No Class on Monday May 28Cost: $20 for Brecksville Community Center members, 
$30 for residents, 
$40 for non-residents.

Brecksville Beluga Swim Team

7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332263 C2
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332263 D1
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332263 D2
 Level 4
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 4:45 - 5:35 pm 322264 81
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 5:45 - 6:35 pm 322264 82
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 4:30 - 5:20 pm 332264 11
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 5:30 - 6:20 pm 332264 12
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332264 A1
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332264 A2
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332264 B1
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332264 B2
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332264 C1
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332264 D1
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332264 D2
Level 5
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 5:45 - 6:35 pm 322265 82
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 4:30 - 5:20 pm 332265 11
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332265 A1
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332265 B2
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332265 C1
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332265 D2
Level 6.1
Dates  Day Time Activity #
5/8 - 5/31 Tu,Th 4:45 - 5:35 pm 322266 81
6/4 - 7/30 Monday 4:30 - 5:20 pm 332266 11
6/4 - 6/14 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332266 A2
6/18 - 6/28 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332266 B1
7/23 - 8/2 M,Tu,W,Th 10:00 - 10:50 am 332266 D1
Level 6.2
7/9 - 7/19 M,Tu,W,Th 11:00 - 11:50 am 332267 C2
Registration for May Classes begin 3/1 for residents and 3/8 for non-residents. 
Registration for May Classes begin 4/2 for residents and 4/8 for non-residents. 
No class 7/2
Fees: Community Center Member $45, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. Resident $55

Competitive Swim Program
Location BCC Indoor Pool 
3/5-4/30 Monday 6:00pm - 7:15pm 322362-11 
3/9 - 5/4 Friday 6:00pm - 7:15pm 322362-51
Class will not meet on 4/2 and 4/6

This is a quarterly offered program for Fall, Winter and Spring that will focus on 
competitive swim techniques and endurance for youth. This program is considered an 
extension of the Learn-to-Swim program.
• Times and days of program offerings will vary from season to season.
• It is designed for those that have participated in at least the Level 5 Learn-to-Swim 

or equivalent.
• This program is restricted to Brecksville residents only.
• This program is not offered to high school swimmers during the State of Ohio Swim 

Team season.
• Sessions will be scheduled for eight (8) meetings.
• Each offering is considered a separate session with separate fees. Participants 

should only register for sessions that they can attend.
• The program requires participants to perform continuous lap swimming. Participants 

should be able to swim a minimum of ten (10) continuous laps before registering. 
The instructors or other Aquatic Staff may recommend participants continue Learn-
to-Swim before advancing to this program.

Fees: Community Center Member, $20.00



Horticulture
It is a mantra in the green industry…right plant, right place.  We 

can put any plant anywhere we like but it is the place that deter-
mines whether or not the plant will be there into the future.  And 
we are interested in allowing the plant to thrive, not just survive.  
Plant selection is by far the most critical factor in whether or not 
our landscape projects are going to be successful.
The variety of plants available to all of us is immense when we 

consider our local garden centers as well the huge amount of 
material that can be accessed by mail order.  It can be confusing.  
Separating advertising hype from fact takes research and patience 
but your fellow gardeners are an excellent resource.  Poor plant 
selection decisions can be expensive but also can discourage us 
from further experimentation and discovery.  All that being said, I 
will admit to killing at least my fair share of many top quality and 
attractive plants over the years!  
Yes, thumbing through catalogs or walking between the rows at 

the nursery is even worse than perusing the salad dressing aisle 
at the grocery store.  But the number of places available to us is 
much more limited so that is the best starting point for the deci-
sion-making process.
All of our Brecksville places are about 41 1/2 degrees north 

latitude with about 40 inches of annual precipitation and tem-
peratures modified by Lake Erie.  USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 
five.  Mostly in the Cuyahoga River watershed.  Mostly poorly- to 
very-poorly drained silty soils of glacial origin.  Soils are mostly 
disturbed and of neutral to alkaline reaction, low in organic matter 
and readily compacted.  
Our success with many plants, but especially crop plants, is 

dependent on the length of the growing season.  The number of 
days from last frost in spring until the first frost of fall is mostly 
defined by the closely related hardiness zone and latitude (altitude 
is also related but not much of a factor for us).  To gardeners in the 
temperate zone, hardiness means only one thing…the minimum 
temperature a plant can be exposed to without damage or death.  

Hardiness in this context is also defined by heat tolerance in the 

subtropics but for us hardiness strictly means ability to withstand 
cold temperatures.  
Latitude affects any plant process regulated by day length, including 

the triggers for going into dormancy in the fall and waking up again 
in the spring.  Some woody plants native to mountainous regions in 
lower latitudes are plenty hardy but fail to thrive because of these 
day length considerations.
Much talk in gardening circles is made of micro-climates (variations 

in temperature range within our hardiness zone), but at the level of 
home landscaping, these variations are best discussed in terms of 
exposure rather than climate.  Though many plants are more or less 
adaptable, most will only perform well when provided the proper 
amount of sunlight.  (Sorry for the jargon.  I call a plant well-adapt-
ed when I have not killed very many of its kind.) Marigolds and 
tomatoes tolerate shade, most ferns do OK in sun but none of these 
plants thrive when put in the wrong place.     
Evergreens in general, but especially broadleaf evergreens, are 

notoriously prone to exposure/siting errors.  Needle-type evergreens 
(pine family, junipers, etc.) are mostly pretty intolerant of shade 
while the broadleafs (especially rhododendron and its relatives, 
hollies, etc.) are often damaged by too much winter sun.  So the best 
place for this latter group is a northern exposure.
In addition to geography, all our Brecksville places also share an-

other huge factor in plant selection…deer browsing.  I think we are 
all familiar with what happens to a plant when we neglect to factor 
in this aspect of the environment – the plant disappears into the 
night.  Tulips, for instance, are locally extinct but we have tons of 
daffodils.  Trial and error can get expensive and frustrating but I am 
not aware of a definitive list to guarantee success in this regard.  We 
have tried repellant sprays and such but have found them to be not 
only labor intensive but unreliable in practice.  We do not currently 
use any of these materials on the areas we maintain so existing plants 
are at least tolerant of browse.  Local growers, landscapers and other 
gardeners can often be helpful with suggestions. 

Places by Charles Owen
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Ages Junior Camp- 6-8 year olds. 
Summer Day Camp is a great way for your children to stay active in the summer 
months with organized activities at the Brecksville Community Center. Our Day Camp 
program is designed to maximize campers’ time outdoors while playing games and 
sports, swimming, learning, and doing crafts.  Our Day Camp program allows you 

to be confident in the care that your children are getting.  NEW activities to include STEM 
Learning, Nature Walks, Engineering, special guests, and weekly themes listed below.  We 
are also excited to introduce our new camp director Corrin Early.  Feel free to reach out to 
her at camper@brecksville.oh.us with any questions.
Location Camp will be located at Brecksville Community Center. 

Summer Camp

Session One- June 4-8     
“Together is Better”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 81
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 81 
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 81
After Care – Activity # 333164 81
**Field Trip: Fun n’ Stuff (June 7)

Session Two- June 11-15    
 “Jumping Into Summer”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 82
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 82 
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 82
After Care – Activity # 333164 82
**Field Trip: Jump Yard (June 14)

Session Three- June 18-22     
“Blast Off”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 83
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 83
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 83
After Care – Activity # 333164 83
**Field Trip:  Great Lakes Science Center (June 
21) 

Session Four- June 25-29     
“Life Shore is Fun”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 84
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 84
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 84
After Care – Activity # 333164 84
**Field trip: Edgewater Beach (June 28

No Camp Week of July 2

Session Five- July 9-13     
“Wild About Camp”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 85
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 85 
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 85 
After Care – Activity # 333164 85
**Field Trip: Cleveland Zoo (July 12)

Session Six- July 16-20     
“Play Ball”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 86
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 86
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 86
After Care – Activity # 333164 86
**Field Trip: Lake County Captains (July 19)

Session Seven- July 23-27      
“Fun in the Sun”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 87 
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 87 
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 87
After Care – Activity # 333164 87
**Field Trip: Pioneer Water Park (July 26)

Session Eight- July 30 – August 3    
“Greatest Camp on Earth”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 88
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 88 
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 88
After Care – Activity # 333164 88
**Nick-A-Jack Farm (August 2)
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This annual plant is fairly new 
to the garden scene compared to 
marigolds and petunias but it has 
been given the attention it deserves 
for the past decade or so.  It was 
recognized as a top performer 
in 2004 by the Cincinnati Zoo, 
the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, the National Arboretum 
and Michigan State University.  We 
have been using it extensively since 
then, in both beds and containers, 
and are also truly impressed.

These sturdy plants look more like small shrubs than garden flowers.  
Depending on the series, they range from about 10 to 18 inches tall 
and wide.  They have proven to be relatively drought resistant and total-
ly uninteresting to the local deer population.  Flowering is prolific from 
planting time until frost with no dead heading needed.  Best planted 
from a four-inch container or larger.
The dark green foliage shows off the range of flower colors:  a good (not 
creamy) white, to various pinks, shades of rose, to dark purple with 
even some bicolors in the mix.  We grew one from the taller Archangel 
series last year that was labelled as “dark rose” and it was spectacular!  
The smallest types are the Serenita series with the Serena series some-
where in the middle.

o Featured Plant p
Angelonia or Summer Snapdragon (Angelonia angustifolia)

to be confident in the care that your children are getting.  NEW activities to include STEM 
Learning, Nature Walks, Engineering, special guests, and weekly themes listed below.  We 
are also excited to introduce our new camp director Corrin Early.  Feel free to reach out to 
her at camper@brecksville.oh.us with any questions.
Location Camp will be located at Brecksville Community Center. 

Session Seven- July 23-27      
“Fun in the Sun”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 87 
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 87 
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 87
After Care – Activity # 333164 87
**Field Trip: Pioneer Water Park (July 26)

Session Eight- July 30 – August 3    
“Greatest Camp on Earth”
Junior Camp – Activity # 333161 88
Senior Camp – Activity # 333162 88 
Pre Care – Activity # 333163 88
After Care – Activity # 333164 88
**Nick-A-Jack Farm (August 2)

* Due to the popularity of our Camp Program and issues with many last minute 
cancellation, there is a new refund policy for camp cancellations!
We can charge up to:
If you cancel in March the City will keep $10
If you cancel between April 1st and 6 weeks before 1st day of camp the City 
may keep 30%
If you cancel between 6 weeks until 4 days before the City will keep 50%
If you cancel within 4 days your registration fee will be forfeited

Cost:$90 per week for BCC members, $100 per week for Brecksville-
Broadview Hts. residents and $110 per week for non-residents
Additional Costs: Extended Care is for families who need before and/or after 
camp supervision for their children. You must register for Extended Care prior 
to attending each camp Week. Parents/Guardians can pick up their children at 
any time during these hours:
Before Care:  8:00-9:00am – $15.00/week  
After Care: 4:00-5:00pm – $15.00/ week

There are a few places in Brecksville with sandy soil – River-
view Cemetery is one, and sandy soils offer unique challenges.  
Those are the kinds of challenges I would like to deal with more 
often.  Instead I am most often faced with heavy silt soil with 
lousy drainage.  I suppose the soil is always sandier on the other 
side of the fence.  
Reference material about a given plant always provides its 

hardiness zone and preferred exposure and sometimes whether 
it is resistant to deer but I can’t recall one saying “tolerant of 
poor drainage and lousy soil.”  Plant roots carry out the same 
respiratory processes we do – they need oxygen to survive.  The 
small amounts of air in poorly drained soil profiles means that 
root growth is restricted to at least some extent, especially in 
depth.  We often see trees with trunk diameters over three feet 
that have been blown down and that have roots only 18 inches 
deep or less.  So plants known to be drought tolerant (because 
of a deep root system) will not necessarily exhibit this trait for 
us.  And plants known to need excellent drainage, like lavender, 
might best be grown in containers.
Virtually all of the disturbed soils (meaning the naturally oc-

curring layers have been mixed, not that they need counseling) 
we have sent out for testing have been found to be more or less 
alkaline in reaction.  This part of soil chemistry is very hard to 
modify.  Acid-loving plants, like rhododendrons and azaleas, 
generally fail to thrive in alkaline conditions.
Of course, some of these conditions of your place can be mod-

ified:  under drains or raised beds can be installed to improve 
drainage, a tall fence will keep the deer out, irrigation can be 
provided to increase water availability and amended soils can be 
brought in.  This will increase the number of different kinds of 
plants that have the potential to do well for to you.
On city grounds we have mostly used the other approach…

know the place, do the research and then choose the right plant 
for it.  Sometimes we are even met with success. 

Attention Green Thumbs!
We know that you’re just itching to get your hands dirty and get 

those spring plantings in the ground .

How about some professional advice?

Charles Owen, Brecksville’s city arborist and horticulturalist will 

speak at the Human Services Center, 2 Community Drive in 

Brecksville on Wednesday, April 4 at 11 am .

Charles of course has his own green thumbprint on virtually every 

plant and tree on City property and along with his staff and the 

Beautification Committee makes our town stunningly beautiful .

You probably have read his column in the back of every Brecksville 

Bulletin including the one you’re reading right now .

Bring your questions and we’ll see you here .

Reservations are not necessary but please call to let us know you’re 

coming . The Human Services Center number is 526-2499 .
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Cuyahoga County Library 
Brecksville Branch  .  .  .  . 526-1102
Board of Education Office 
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Brecksville Metroparks Nature 
Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1012
Brecksville Service Department 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-1384
Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Post Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 838-5191
Human Services Center 526-2499
Independence License Bureau 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(216) 642-1373
Regional Income Tax Agency 
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 526-0900
Recycling Department  . 526-2643

City Hall

Frequently Called Phone Numbers

EMERGENCY: CALL 911

Mike Harwood,  

President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 546-0521

Laura Redinger,  

Vice-President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 717-1531 

Louis N . Carouse, Jr . .  .  .  .  . res . 526-4963 

Jack Petsche  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-8281

Gerald F . Broski  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-2068

Dennis Rose .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-7595

Kim Veras  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 717-0868  

Tammy Tabor, Clerk .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351

City Council

City Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351

Mayor/Safety Director 
Jerry N . Hruby .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . res . 526-7646

Law Department 
David J . Matty, Law Director  .  .  .  .  .
526-4351 
 
City Prosecutor/Assistant Law 
Director 
Sergio DiGeronimo .  .  .  .  .  .546-9200

Clerk of Courts 
Shelley Kazimore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2620

Finance Department 
Virginia Price, Director   .  .526-4351

Police Department, 
William Goodrich, Chief 
non-emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-8900

Animal Warden 
Cliffette Thacker   .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-8900

Fire Department, Nick Zamiska, Chief 
non-emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2640

City Engineer 
Gerald Wise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-4351

Service Department  .  .  .  .  .526-1384

Building Department 
Scott Packard, Bldg . Commissioner 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2630 

Department of Recreation 
Tom Tupa, Director .  .  .  .  .  .546-2300

Department of Human Services 
Steve Paciorek, Director  .526-2499

Purchasing Department  
Rebecca Riser, Director   .526-4351

Cemetery Sexton 
Kristen Kouri  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .526-2603

Brecksville Bulletin  
Jinny Farr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .546-2319

9069 Brecksville Road, • Brecksville, OH 44141

Get Brecksville Information on the web www.brecksville.oh.us,  
on Spectrum Channel 1020 and now on Facebook  

(City of Brecksville Ohio)


